Mr. Naveen Patnaik
Through the Office of the Chief Secretary
Government of Orissa
Bhubaneswar, Orissa
INDIA
Fax: + 91 674 2536660
E-mail: csori@ori.nic.in; cmo@ori.nic.in 
Honourable Chief Minister,
 
We/I would like to express my/our extreme concern and dismay at the present political situation in Orissa, and the atrocities committed against Christians, especially in the Kondhmal area of the state.
 
Innocent people are being attacked and their homes have been burnt. Some have even been murdered by the mobs. They have had to flee their villages, hiding and taking refuge in camps and in the forest. The destructive actions of the Sangh Parivar continue incessantly and although some Hindu villagers object to taking part in the violence against their Christian neighbours, they are threatened themselves and put under pressure by fanatical outside groups to do so.
 
India is highly regarded in the West for upholding a long tradition of cultural diversity, religious tolerance and non-violent protest. These principles are enshrined within the constitution of India and therefore all religious communities should be allowed the right to live side by side peacefully, thereby contributing to the general prosperity of the country. It is the absolute duty of the Indian State to protect its minorities and take firm action to prevent violence and rioting.
 
The current situation is unacceptable to me/us, and I/we most sincerely urge you to do everything within your power to protect the threatened Christian community from further violent clashes. I/We appeal to your responsibility as a democratically elected Chief Minister to guarantee the safety of these people immediately.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
